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embodying them, adverbially, in the first. Burke's intention is
different, and would not be represented by our proposed altera-
tion in the order. All that a defining clause can do in his sentence
is to tell us what idea is going to be the subject. If we were to
give a brief paraphrase of the whole, italicizing the words that
represent the second coordinate, it would be, not 'mankind's
sole idea of proportion is the suitableness . . .', but 'mankind's
idea of proportion is the suitableness . . . , and very little else*\
for the question answered is, not 'what is mankind's sole idea?5
but 'what is mankind's idea?'. In other words, the second co-
ordinate belongs in intention not, like the relative clause, to the
subject, but to the predicate; to rectify it, we must either make
it part of the predicate ('and is not concerned with . . .'), or, by
inserting 'they', coordinate it with the main sentence. Obvious
as the latter correction is, the sentence repays close examination,
as illustrating the incoherence of thought that may underlie
what seems a very trifling grammatical slip.
But in our third example the relative clause is non-defining;
it is grammatically equivalent to, and could be replaced by, an
independent sentence: 'Many persons are in the habit of using
it'. There is nothing grammatically wrong in this type of co-
ordination ; it is objectionable only because it seems to promise
what it does not fulfil. When the common subject of two co-
ordinates is expressed only with the first, it is natural to assume
that all words preceding it are also to be applied to both co-
ordinates ; and the violation of this principle, though not of
course ungrammatical, is often felt to be undesirable in other
than relative clauses,
(ii) In the sentences considered above, the antecedent of
the relative did not belong to the second coordinate, and could
not have been represented in it without the material alterations
there proposed. But it may also happen that the antecedent, as
in the following examples, belongs equally to both coordinates,
being represented in the first by a relative, in the second by
some other pronoun.
There were two or three whose accuracy was more scrupulous, their

